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Sex-disaggregated and gender data analysis
Why is it important?
• Advocate for inclusive and 

gender-responsive policies 
and programmes and 
maintain dialogue between 
data users and producers

• Formulate evidence-
informed policies and 
programmes for addressing 
the sustainability of agrfood
systems

• Monitor and evaluate the 
progress and identify gaps: 
Sustainable Development 
Goals
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Sex-disaggregated data provides a richer understanding of men’s 
and women’s engagement in agriculture and food systems

• Often the reference to farm ‘holder’ implies full management, 
ownership, control and responsibility for decision-making over  
agricultural production on a household farm

- Reinforces: men as household and farm heads 

• Yet, for many small family farms decision-making over agricultural 
production is not just made by one person, it is more complex

• Multiple household members may manage various tasks and be 
responsible for various agricultural activities 

This is the name of the Conference 3



FAO: Country Gender Assessments
CGAs provide systematic analysis on the gender 
dimensions of the agriculture and rural sector. 
Aim to support the formulation and implementation 
of gender-responsive policies, strategies, and 
projects at country level in line with national 
development priorities and FAO’s mandate.
A resource for  policymakers and practitioners  
researchers and analysts, civil society actors, and 
other partners. 
Belarus (in progress)
The Republic of Moldova (2022)
Ukraine (2021) 

Entry points for gender-responsive and inclusive 
interventions for Ukraine crisis: Complementary 
Information Note, April 2, 2022)

•
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https://www.fao.org/3/cb9555en/cb9555en.pdf
fao.org/publications/card/en/c/CB4501UK
https://www.fao.org/3/cb9419en/cb9419en.pdf


Ukraine
Before February 2022: 
• Women: the majority of food producers, contribute 

significantly to the care of their household (hours), 
women tend to work informally.

• Men represented 71% of all formal employees in 
agriculture, forestry and fisheries

• Gender patterns: 
– women generally undertake manual labor, men -

tend to undertake mechanized work
– Men often engage in large-scale crop production, 

while women – horticulture, herbs
• Women were the main migrant labour in rural 

areas. 
– Men were more likely to migrate abroad, while women 

migrated more internally.

FAO. 2021. National gender profile of agriculture and rural livelihoods – Ukraine, 
Revised. Budapest
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only 2 out of 10
private farms are 
headed by women 

58%42%

Labour migration from rural ares



Ukraine

Since 2022: 
• UN identified the rural population, especially rural women as 

one of the main vulnerable populations in Ukraine
Rapid Gender Assessment:  rural women remained relatively self-
sufficient,  still there is a limited food availability due to disrupted 
supply chains, the lack of humanitarian aid, the lack of money and 
increased prices, as well as higher and heightened VAWG risks. 
IOM: 60% of the adult displaced population – female
Forced external displacement is higher among younger women, 
while internal displacement persons (IDPs) – older women. 
Unpaid work now includes care work, domestic work and 
volunteering: reported an increase by both women and men
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Republic of Moldova
• The country is experiencing continual population decline attributed to a 

decrease in the birth rate and the consequences of international 
emigration, including labour migration. Almost 75% of labour migrants 
originate from rural areas and patterns of labour migration differ for 
women and men.

7

FAO. 2022. National gender profile of agriculture and rural livelihoods – the Republic of Moldova. Budapest



Belarus (in progress)
• 22.7% of the population live in rural areas (47.7% 

men and 52.3% women): high migration of younger 
generation and and ageing rural population

• Formal employment in agriculture: lower 
participation rate of women

• Peasant farms and household farms play an 
essential role in national food and nutrition security
by producing fruits, vegetables, potatoes and other 
crops for local consumption

• Gender analysis on women’s contribution to 
peasant and household farms is lacking.
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39%

61%

Formal employment in agriculture



The data informs gender-responsive 
policies 
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• Situating women’s knowledge and needs: rural 
advisory services and extension services provide 
opportunities for women’s learning and knowledge 
exchange

• Prioritizing women’s interests and needs: 
gender-sensitive value chain development, the 
inclusion of women in climate-smart agriculture, 
social protection measures

• Recognizing and empowering women-led 
grassroots initiatives in community development, 
education and public policies (e.g. community and 
school gardens) 



Takeaways
• Despite the expanding scope and demand for better data, large gender 

data gaps continue to exist. The lack of data makes it difficult to monitor 
the progress on gender equality and rural women’s empowerment in 
agriculture and rural livelihoods, thus inclusive agrifood systems.

• Having sex-disaggregated data and gender-relevant data and statistics 
means that policies can identify what works best for both rural women 
and men, girls and boys.  

Examples: access to services and assets, time-use data, adoption of innovation, responses to 
shocks 

Gender equality is key to transform agrifood systems
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Thank you
Contact

Anna.Jenderedjian@fao.org
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